


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday:  1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;  
 Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday:  1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10; 
 Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday:  1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25; 
 Mk 1:40-45 
Friday:  1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19;  
 Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday:  1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7; 
 Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday:  Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Cor 12:4-11; 
 Jn 2:1-11 

Baptismal Death And Resurrection 

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we also honor our own baptism as our initiation into the Christian life and 
community. In the Gospel, the baptism of Jesus, with his immersion and then emergence from the water, points to his 
later submission to God at his death, and his emergence from the grave at his resurrection. This pattern of death and 
resurrection is our path too, as followers of Jesus. Throughout life, often in small ways, we learn to surrender our limited 
and self-centered agendas. This surrender often feels like death. The sacrament of Baptism ritually enacts this pattern to 
remind us of Jesus’ death and resurrection, so that we too might embrace the deaths and resurrections of our own lives. 
As Jesus emerged from the water, he encountered his Father and the Holy Spirit. Like Jesus, we can know we are God’s 
beloved, empowered by the Spirit. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Isaiah speaks of the Servant whom the 
Lord upholds; he shall bring forth justice to the nations 
(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) or Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11. 
Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace 
(Psalm 29) or Psalm 104. 
Second Reading — Jesus was anointed by God with the 
Holy Spirit; he went out healing and doing good 
(Acts 10:34-38) or Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7. 
Gospel — A voice comes from heaven proclaiming Jesus 
as the beloved Son, with whom God is well pleased 
(Luke 3:15-16, 21-22). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass 
© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  The Baptism of the Lord 
Monday:  First Week in Ordinary Time 
Thursday:  St. Hilary 
Saturday:  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Prayer Of The Week 

The Baptism of the Lord 
Almighty ever-living God, 

who, when Christ had been baptized in the River 
Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, 

solemnly declared him your beloved Son, 
grant that your children by adoption, 
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, 
may always be well pleasing to you. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Reflection question: 
What can I do this week to be well pleasing to 
God? 
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 
2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

Turning The Tide 

When everything goes against you, till it seems as though 
you could not hold on a minute longer, never give up 
then, for that is just the place and time that the tide will 
turn. 
                                                   —Harriet Beecher Stowe 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
Merry Christmas! Share that cheerful greeting with some 
folks today. They may wonder if you have had any Elvis 
sightings lately, attended Star Trekkie conventions, or 
were Cleopatra in a previous lifetime. Despite the 
skeptics, today is solidly within the Christmas season. In 
fact, in some strands of the Christian tradition it 
represents the clearest manifestation of the mystery of the 
Incarnation. On Christmas Day, for example, the Gospel 
reading is the Prologue of John’s Gospel, which reveals 
the glory of Christ shining through our humanity 
precisely in his baptism. 
At any rate, this is an ancient feast, celebrated first in 
Egypt sixteen centuries ago. More than most other 
ancient people, the Egyptians understood the life-giving 
properties of water. On this day, they drew water from 
the Nile, so central in the history of their people, and 
reserved it in honor. Many other places copied the 
custom, so that St. John Chrysostom wrote of people in 
Antioch gathering at midnight to collect flowing water 
into vessels they brought from home since “today there is 
a blessing on the water.” At home for dinner tonight, 
decorate the table with beautiful bowls of water and 
white candles, toast one another with goblets of sparkling 
water, and light a Christmas candle in the window one 
last time. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Temper And Pride 

Temper is what gets most of us into trouble. Pride is 
what keeps us there. 

—Anonymous 

Fear Not 

 
Did the first reading from Isaiah sound familiar? It 
was also heard on the First Sunday of Advent in De-
cember of 2008. I suppose it could be a reminder that 
John the Baptist appears at the beginning of the Ad-
vent/Christmas season and at the end. In Advent we 
were preparing for Jesus' coming at Christmas. Now 
we are preparing for his coming at any time. 
 
The reading from Isaiah talks about the Lord coming 
in mercy to the people whose "guilt is expiat-
ed" (Isaiah 40:2). The mountains and hills will be 
leveled, symbolic of making an easy way to the 
Lord. In other words, the Lord is approachable. With 
our sins forgiven we need not fear asking God for 
help: "Fear not to cry out" (Isaiah 40:9). The Lord 
comes in power, not to strike sinners down but to 
shepherd them and lead them. 
 
In the second reading, St. Paul has a similar theme. 
Jesus gave his life for us on the cross so that we 
could be free from sin and able to reject evil desires. 
We are free to give ourselves in love as he did. And 
he does this, not because we did anything to deserve 
it, but from his own love and mercy for us. Think 
about that. No matter how bad I was in the past, the 
Lord loves me enough to forgive it all, and even bet-
ter, to give the Spirit to help me stay close to God. 
How do we prepare for this? We can start by hearing 
the words of the readings today, letting them sink 
into our hearts and minds. Read them again at home, 
and remind yourself that you have been forgiven, 
that you can live as a person "eager to do what is 
good" (Titus 2:14). Ask the Spirit to help you see 
what things are keeping you from being like Jesus 
and to give you the strength to say no. And look for 
ways you can be more loving with your family, then 
with your friends, and eventually with anyone who 
needs your help. When we let that Spirit guide us, we 
become like Jesus in that we can listen for God to 
say, "You are my beloved child; with you I am well 
pleased" (see Luke 3:22). 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  
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Alan F. Broxterman, CPA
(Parishioner Since 1978)

Phone 913-378-1100
E-mail: Broxterman.a@chvcpa.com

PORTER FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY
8535 Monrovia 1835 Minnesota Ave.
Lenexa, KS 66215 Kansas City, KS 66102
913-438-6444 913-621-6400

Johnson County’s ONLY Catholic Owned Funeral Home
and adjacent to Resurrection Cemetery

Locally owned and
Operated Since 1902

WWW.ROCKHURSTHS.EDU/ADMISSIONS

 RUDY’S
 TENAMPA
 Serving the
 Best Authentic
 Mexican Food

 “Serving KC’s
original Fish Tacos”

CATERING AVAILABLE

ASK YOUR LOCAL GROCER
ABOUT “RUDY’S AZTEC GOLD” SAUCE

1611 West Port Rd.

Kansas City • 931-9700

Rudy & Margie Garcia - Owners

Parish Family

PLUMBING + HEATING + A/C
(913) 888-4-BOB
Better Call Bob

$10 dollars off with this coupon

BOB HAMILTON

LAND ESCAPES LLC
Landscape • Hardscape

• Irrigation Systems
Call Brett 913-638-1308
www.landescapesop.com

Sacred Heart Parishioner

We Take Pride In Your Retirement Living
7300 W. 107th ST.

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212
913-381-6000

atriumsretirement.com

Commercial / Industrial
Mechanical Contractors

100 Greystone Ave., Kansas City, Kansas 66103

(913) 281-7200
www.dmi-kc.com

Frank Dodd - Residential
913-568-1921

Providing a Remarkable Home Buying Experience!
Frankdodd@reecenichols.com

 Call to Schedule a FREE, Easy, No-Pressure Estimate & Receive a
 FREE $25 Restaurant Gift Card!

 888-539-4082
Give 5% Back to the Parish of Your Choice.**

*Promotional item will have a maximum value of $150. **Five percent back is equal to 5% of the final purchase price. Cash back offer will be given after the 
project is completed and fully funded. Patents: michromeshgutterguards.com/patents/. Offer Expires 12/31/21.

FREE INSTALLATION
& Free $150 Home Improvement

Card with Purchase*

Financing Available! Please give me a call, I want to help your family and 
friends with selling and buying real estate. 

Jim Blaufuss
913-226-7442
RE/MAX Realty 
Suburban, Inc.

Julie Stoll 
State Farm Agent

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call
J.S. Paluch at 1-855-685-5703

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.
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